Infective endocarditis due to penicillin-tolerant Streptococcus bovis.
Two Streptococcus bovis isolates obtained from patients with endocarditis were found to be tolerant to penicillin and other cell wall active agents. By time-kill analysis, penicillin and streptomycin acted synergistically against these strains. The existence of tolerant S. bovis strains should be considered when initially choosing antibiotics for the treatment of serious S. bovis infections.